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 I realize how terrifying the statistics from this proposal may appear, especially to a population 
that may not have knowledge about ceramic studios and safe practices. Please keep in mind that in the 
past, silicosis danger was unknown. Therefore, not prevented. At the present day, there is much more 
information on how to maintain a safe studio. I wanted to write this addendum to reiterate all the safety 
measures we currently include in the ceramics classroom as well as address a few questions that may 
arise. The information contained in this proposal is meant to inform the reader of the importance of safe 
practices, not to persuade them to cancel ceramics due to the dangers. As with many things in life, there 
are dangers all around us, but through education and informed decisions we can be safe. 

 Here at PTHS Ceramics, we strictly employ numerous safety measures in the studio. Students 
are made aware of the dangers associated with silica exposure on the first day of class and the 
expectations for cleaning are made abundantly clear. Students are held responsible for wiping down 
their table spaces/wheels/floor at the conclusion of each class. NEVER sweeping or brushing clay crumbs 
on the floor. The teacher then checks the spaces as the students exit the room and cleans anything left. 
Custodial staff as well as substitutes are informed of the necessity to wet mop/dust the room daily and 
work diligently to ensure everyone’s safety including their own (this room is not an easy section to 
have!). The implementation of an air scrubber is just a second line of defense to what we are 
already/have been doing to ensure the safety of students and staff. 

 Many districts do not have an air filtration system in place for their ceramic studios. This could 
be in part due to the cost as well as the number of ceramic classes they offer. Many districts only have a 
few periods of ceramics a day or just offer one unit per year. Here at PTHS, we have 9 ceramic classes a 
day. That is a full day of students working with clay and making some absolutely amazing pieces! We 
work together as a team to keep the room clean and have built a very successful and safe program.  

In conclusion, silicosis is a scary disease that we need to be made aware of, but it is easily 
preventable with the correct safety precautions. 
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